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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 

 
SYLLABUS  

 
 
COURSE TITLE:   HONORS BASIC ENGLISH I 
 
CODIFICATION:   INGL 3011 
 
CREDITS:    Three credits 
 
CONTACT HOURS:  45 hours, 3 class hours per week 
 
PRE-REQUISITES:  Score of 691 or more on the English Section of the 

 C.E.E.B 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:         The first years Honors English course is designed for 

entering freshmen who have scored a minimum of 691 
(out of 800) on the English section of the College 
Entrance Examination Board and who are fluent in 
English.  Permission from the English Department  
chair may be obtained for students who score less than  
691.  The focus is on the study of the essay, short story, 
poetry, drama, and novel.  The course also includes oral 
and written practice by means of compositions related 
to these literary forms. 

 
TEXTBOOK:  Literature and the Writing Process. McMahan, 

Elizabeth, et al. New York: Pearson, 2014 
             ISBN -13:978-0205902279 
   
  Novel(s) TBA 
 
 
LEARNING RESOURCES  a.   Transparencies 

b. Videos 
c. Power Point presentations 
d. The Writing Room  
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
 

1.   Read with understanding a range of literature that is rich in quality and  
 representative of different literary forms, historical periods, cultures and    
 philosophies. 
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2. Read critically, to ask and answer questions about what has been read,     
 recognize assumptions and implications, and evaluate ideas. 
3. Read literary genres analytically to establish relationships between form and    
 content. 
4. Respond actively, imaginatively, and in writing to literary works by describing     
 their stylistic features, evaluating them through reader responses, illustrated      
 journals, and short essays. 
5. Think reflectively about what has been read and discussed to apply findings to    
 one’s own life and contemporary events. 
6. Value literature as an imaginative representation of truth or reality. 
7.  Develop habits of reading, writing, and thinking that characterize life-long    
 learning and enjoyment. 
8. View writing as a process that includes collecting information, formulating   
 ideas and determining their relationships, drafting paragraphs and arranging   
 them in an appropriate order with transitions between them, and revising what   
 has been written. 
9. Write appropriately for different occasions, audiences, and purposes. 
10. Use the convention of standard written English with skill and assurance and   
 maintain a consistent tone and appeal through precise syntax, phrasing, and   
 diction. 
 
 

TEACHING STRATEGIES: 
  
1. Lectures 
2. Group and individual discussions 
3. Team work 
4. Tasks supervised by the instructor 
   
 
 
EVALUATION CRITERIA      :  
 
 1. Illustrated Journals (2 x 25 pts. each)  50 pts. 
 2. Reader Responses (2 x 25 pts. each)  50 pts. 
 3. Essays (2 x 100 pts. each)             200 pts. 
 4. Oral Presentation              100 pts. 
 5.   Book Report & Oral Presentation                       100 pts. 
 6. Research on author(s)                                              50pts   25 pts. 
 8. Attendance and Participation   50 pts.         
       Total           600 pts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

3 
 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 
 
The UPRB accomplish with Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 
ADA (American with Disabilities Act) of 1990 and its amendment in 2008, 51 Law of 1996 
(Servicios Educativos Integrales para Personas con Impedimentos) and 238 Law of August 
31, 2004 (Carta de Derechos de las Personas con Impedimentos) and its amendments in 
2008 and 2009 in order to guarantee equality in education and services access.   Any student 
who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability must visit the 
Office of Disability Services, located on the first floor of the Students Center, next to the 
cafeteria, to discuss his/her specific needs and provide written documentation.  At the request 
of the student, the Office of Disability Services will prepare an individualized letter for each 
professor.  This letter certifies that the student has a disability and provides reasonable 
accommodations required by the student to obtain an adequate academic achievement. A 
request for reasonable accommodation does not exempt a student from complying with the 
academic requirements of their program of study. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific 
integrity.  Article 6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification 
13, 2009-2010) states that academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent 
actions; obtaining grades or academic degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying the 
whole or part of the academic work of another person; plagiarizing totally or partially the 
work of another person; copying all or part of another person answers to the questions of an 
oral or written exam by taking or getting someone else to take the exam on his/her behalf; as 
well as enabling and facilitating another person to perform the aforementioned behavior. Any 
of these behaviors will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the disciplinary 
procedure laid down in the UPR Students General Bylaws. 
 
 
GRADE SCALE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Disbursement 
 

560 – 600     A 

519 – 559     B 

474 – 518     C 

426 – 473     D 

0 – 425         F 
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