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UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO AT BAYAMON 
170 Rd. 174, Minillas Industrial Park 
Bayamón, Puerto Rico 00959-1919 

 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 

SYLLABUS  
 

COURSE TITLE:                    Intermediate English I 

COURSE CODE:                              INGL 3103 

CREDITS:                                          Three (3) credits 

CONTACT HOURS :  Three lecture hours per week, 45 lecture hours per semester 

COURSE PRE- REQUISITES       A score of 580 or more on the College Board Entrance   
                Examination 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:          Analysis of selected readings including essays, fiction,  
             poetry, and drama. Writing practice includes grammar  
            and idiomatic expressions in paragraph and essay   
             writings 

TEXTBOOK:                                 Skwire D. & Wiener H.S. (2016). Student’s book of college 
              English: Rhetoric, research, and handbook. (14th ed.). New  
                        York, NY: Pearson 
             ISBN-13: 978-0321979636  

 

 
Goals and Objectives 

 Writing Goals 

 The students in this course should be provided with ample writing experiences through a 
variety of techniques such as: responding to readings, reacting to songs, and poems; become 
acquainted with different essay development methods and use some as models. They should 
approach writing as a process that needs to be discussed, refined, reviewed, edited, and viewed as 
a never-ending process. They should approach the class as a writing workshop during which their 
peers and professors will be of valuable help. Writing is a process during which all of us are 
constantly learning ways to improve and enhance the emerging piece. Engagement in this process 
requires that students not only talk about writing, but think about what they write, explore areas in 
their writing, and be exposed to a fair amount of writing experiences that include paragraphs, 
essays, among others. In order to facilitate the learning of the writing process, students will be 
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requested to computerize their entire writing assignments. Students also need periodical reviews 
of the mechanics to be able to polish their writing in the editing stage.  These mechanics will be 
covered through the grammar component of this course. Their frequent writings may be 
accompanied by mini-lessons that review the mechanics on as-needed basis. Visiting the writing 
room, when available, is required. 

 Students will write two or three major essays during the semester. These major writing 
assignments should be balanced with other minor writing activities students will be carrying out 
during the semester like reader responses, journals, creative writing, among others. 

 Students will be exposed to the common methods of development such as narratives, 
process analysis, critique, descriptions, illustrations, classifications, comparisons, and cause and 
effect through selected readings that model these methods and subsequent discussions on the 
content and components. (NOTE: The argumentative and the analysis methods are recommended 
for the second semester course of Intermediate English as they are related to the research paper 
that leads to the awareness campaign). 

 General Writing Objectives 

 Practice the concepts of the writing process 
 Revise and edit their writing 
 Participate in peer revision 
 Use word processing in their writing 
 Participate in a variety  of writing opportunities and experiences 
 Review periodically the mechanics of writing 

 
 Specific Writing Objectives 
  Sentences 

 Practice the alternated use of different types of sentences like simple, 
compound, complex, and compound complex 

 Practice ranking ideas with the use of coordination and subordination 
  Paragraphs 

 Learn the elements of the paragraph such as topic sentence, adequate 
development, organization, coherence, unity, introductory, transitional, 
and concluding sentences 

  Essays 
 Learn the elements of the essay such as thesis statement, introductory 

paragraph, body and concluding paragraphs 
 Read samples of different essays such as narration, description, illustration, 

and others. 
 Model some of these types of essays 
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Reading Goals 

  Reading is an integral component of the course which allows students to practice in the 
necessary skills for language development process. A variety of reading materials such as essays, 
poems, short stories, biographies, and others, will expose students to different ideas, cultural 
philosophies, and socio-political components, which require from them an openness to new 
experiences and tolerance for diversity. 

 As part of the reading process, students will continue to reflect critically on the nature of 
creating meaning using the text, reading strategies, and learning experiences. Oral discussions 
among peers and with the professor are stimulated through pre and post reading techniques such 
as prior knowledge, prediction, comparisons, contrasts, illustration, and inferences. These will 
serve to integrate students’ personal experiences, literal meanings and outside world knowledge. 

 The multiple benefits obtained from reading include refinement of their critical thinking, 
listening, and communicating skills through improved reading strategies, lively discussions, and 
the writing of reaction papers, reflections, and expository and/or analytical essays. Students will 
gain a broader understanding of humanity’s environment as well as that of the individual and 
society, thus contribute to prepare them as valuable citizens of our ethnically pluralistic world. 
Through the reading of diverse genres and topics mentioned above, students will be able to: 

 

 General Reading Objectives 

 Critically expand and restructure their knowledge of themselves, others 
and the world 

 Develop  tolerance for diverse cultures and philosophies 
 Make sense of their own political , social, and affective environment 

 Specific Reading Objectives 

 Apply a variety of reading strategies such as prior knowledge, predicting, 
and inference 

 Create meaning using texts, reading strategies, and personal experiences 
 Utilize  vocabulary correctly 
 Build their oral skills through discussions of new or exciting beliefs, 

ideas, or questions fomented by readings 
 Comprehend and infer on peers and/or professor’s thoughts or questions 
 Develop a variety of written assignments on topics generated by readings 
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Grammar Goals 

  Grammar will be treated as an essential element of writing. Editing sentence errors, faulty 
punctuation and mechanics will be the object of class discussion when common problems are 
identified through the formal evaluations of writing assignments 

 Emphasis will be on helping students assume responsibility for proofreading their own 
writing. We seek to empower students with the awareness that by taking full control of grammar 
and punctuation they gain power over their ideas and their readers. 

 

  General Objectives 

 Practice editing skills which include : identifying sentence 
correctness, correct word choice, use of transitions, coherence, 
and unity of thought 

 Use punctuation  effectively 

    Specific Grammar Goals  

  Identifies and avoids recurrent grammatical errors 

 Uses different sentence structures, combines sentences, and applies 
it  to writing assignments 

 Apply correct use of punctuation 

Vocabulary Building Goals 

 Many times students are reluctant to write because they are afraid to make mistakes. In 
addition to fear of correctness, they may need to expand their vocabulary. Through the many 
readings of different genres offered in the course, students will be exposed to new and complex 
words that can be encouraged to borrow for their own writing. 

  General Vocabulary Building Objectives 

 Use vocabulary appropriately and effectively 

 Enhance writing with appropriate word usage 

  Specific Vocabulary Building Objectives 

 Retrieve new vocabulary and its definition 

 Use and apply newly found words in writing 
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 Spell words correctly 

 Incorporate new vocabulary into oral production 

Evaluation Strategies 

 Professors will use a variety of assessment tools that will not only evaluate acquisition of 
the writing process, but also evidence the increased reading and speaking abilities of students. 
Assessment will be teacher-student and also student-student. Some of the assessments mediums 
are: 

 Reader Responses or Journal Writing   (4 x25=100 points)  or 

 Reflections on readings chosen  (essay format 2x50=100) (under 
 professor’s discretion)               

 Essays    (3 major essays x 100=300 points  and a written and oral 
 presentation on a type of essay 100 points) 

 Quizzes and/or tests 2 x50=100 or 100 point test  (under 
 professor’s discretion) 

 Creative Writing   (poetry 20 x5=100) 

 Oral  and written presentation on a novel 100 points 

                                                                Total of 700 points 

The following are to be followed throughout the semester and within the writing process: 

 Vocabulary Building (throughout the course) 

 Peer Evaluation      (throughout the course and the Writer’s Room, 
when available, can be used for this purpose. 

 Some professors may choose to have the students incorporate many of these assessment 
mediums in a portfolio that will serve as a depository /showplace for all the work students 
generate during the semester, including the drafts produced when writing their essays. 
Portfolios sustain the idea that writing is a process and serves to evidence the students’ growth 
and development as writers during the semester. In addition, portfolios serve as a mechanism of 
organization and become a source of pride and motivation. Students will end with a 
compilation of work and can see their final improvement in writing.  

Distribution of 700 points 

700-627  A       626-557    B     556-487    C 486-417    D 416-0      F 
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Time Distribution 

Grammar   Review             (Checked throughout the 45 hours of course within essay writing)            
                                                 

 Essay writing                         25 hours of course 
Thesis statement                 

          Description       
Narration 
Exemplification 
Process 
Cause and/or Effect 
Comparison and/or Contrast 
Classification 

     Oral Presentations             10 hours 
     Novel                                 10 hours  

                         Total Hours: 45 
 

Tentative Schedule 
 
Week 
 
1                 Course Introduction 
     Assign novel for final presentation 
2                Review of grammar components   
3-4             Elements of essay writing and readings 
5-6             Elements of Descriptive essay and readings 
7-8            Elements of Narrative Essay and readings 
9-10    Exemplification explained and readings 
10-11                    Process Analysis Essay 
12                  Comparison and/or Contrast Essay and readings 
13                                         Classification essay and readings 
14-15                                     Elements of a novel  
16                                       Oral presentations of novel 
 
 Note:  The professor is encouraged to search for readings outside the textbook pertinent to 

the skills and types of essays being taught. Quizzes and/or tests at professor’s discretion. Most 

Readings in text book and poetry readings should be provided by professor at his/her discretion. 

Grammar is reinforced throughout the semester. 
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REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 
 
The UPRB accomplish with Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the ADA 
(American with Disabilities Act) of 1990 and its amendment in 2008, 51 Law of 1996 (Servicios 
Educativos Integrales para Personas con Impedimentos) and 238 Law of August 31, 2004 (Carta 
de Derechos de las Personas con Impedimentos) and its amendments in 2008 and 2009 in order to 
guarantee equality in education and services access.   Any student who feels s/he may need an 
accommodation based on the impact of a disability must visit the Office of Disability Services, 
located on the first floor of the Students Center, next to the cafeteria, to discuss his/her specific 
needs and provide written documentation.  At the request of the student, the Office of Disability 
Services will prepare an individualized letter for each professor.  This letter certifies that the 
student has a disability and provides reasonable accommodations required by the student to obtain 
an adequate academic achievement. A request for reasonable accommodation does not exempt a 
student from complying with the academic requirements of their program of study. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
 
The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific integrity.  
Article 6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification 13, 2009-2010) 
states that academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent actions; obtaining grades 
or academic degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying the whole or part of the academic 
work of another person; plagiarizing totally or partially the work of another person; copying all or 
part of another person answers to the questions of an oral or written exam by taking or getting 
someone else to take the exam on his/her behalf; as well as enabling and facilitating another person 
to perform the aforementioned behavior. Any of these behaviors will be subject to disciplinary 
action in accordance with the disciplinary procedure laid down in the UPR Students General 
Bylaws. 

 

 

Grade Distribution 

A B C D F 
100-90 89-80 79-70 69-60 59-0 
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http://owl.english.perdue.edu/handouts/         (a source for all grammar and essay writing skills) 

  http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar    (Guide to Grammar Writing) 

http://ww2.qsu.edu/-wwwrtp/topics.htm         (Essays and other Writing Activities-for Early 

Writers) 

http://www.ottobib.com 

http://www.easybib.com 

www.zotero.org 

www.usnews.com 

 

Prepared by:  Prof. Amelia Ocasio 

Revised: July 2015 

 Prof. Mildred Serra 

 


