
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO AT BAYAMON 
170 Rd. 174, Minillas Industrial Park 
Bayamón, Puerto Rico 00959-1919 

 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 

SYLLABUS  
 
 

COURSE TITLE:   Intermediate English II 
 
COURSE CODE:    INGL 3104 
 
CREDITS:    Three (3) credits 
 
CONTACT HOURS :  Three lecture hours per week, 45 lecture hours per semester 
 
COURSE PRE-REQUISITES:  INGL 3103 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Analysis of selected readings including essays within the 

elements of fiction and non-fiction.  Writing practice 
includes grammar and idiomatic expressions within essay 
and research writing. 

 
TEXTBOOK:    Skwire D. & Wiener H.S. (2016). Student’s book of college  
     English: Rhetoric, research, and handbook. (14th ed.). New 

York, NY: Pearson 
     ISBN-13: 978-0321979636  

Goals and Objectives 
  
Writing Goals 
 
The students will continue to be provided with ample writing experiences through a variety of 
techniques as they become acquainted with different essay development methods and use some 
as models. A few of these techniques are responding to readings, writing critical analytical 
responses or reflections; argumentative, analytical and research essays; annotated bibliographies 
and summaries; reference page and citations. They should approach writing as a process that 
needs to be discussed, refined, reviewed, edited, and viewed as a never-ending process. They 
should approach the class as a writing workshop during which their peers and professors will be 
of valuable help. Writing is a process during which all of us are constantly learning ways to 
improve and enhance the emerging piece. Engagement in this process requires that students not 
only talk about writing, but also think about why they write, explore areas in their writing 
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process, and are exposed to a fair amount of writing experiences. Students also need periodical 
reviews of the mechanics of writing to be able to polish their writing in the editing stage. These 
mechanics will be covered through the grammar component of this course. Their frequent 
writings may be accompanied by mini-lessons that review the mechanics on as-needed basis. 
 
Students will develop a well-written analysis and argumentative essay; however, these will be as 
the result of an exploration of a topic they select. The writing will take the form of a research 
paper that is documented with references to articles from a variety of sources. Students will 
select a topic, locate sources of information using correct search engines, take notes, build 
bibliography, and write critiques or annotated bibliographies. Student will analyze and write a 
final research paper (twelve or more pages) or a social issue research project. 
 
 General Writing Objectives 
 

 Practice and refine the concepts of the writing process 

 Revise and edit their writing 

 Participate in peer revision 

 Use Word processing 

 Participate in a variety of writing opportunities and experiences 

 Review the mechanics of writing periodically 
 

Specific Writing Objectives 
 

 Practice using different types of sentences (simple, compound, complex, 
and compound-complex) 

 Write different types of essays (analytical, argumentative, and research) 

 Rank ideas with the use of coordination and subordination 

 Create a habit of recognizing grammar mistakes 

 Use APA style in the writing process 
 
Research Paper Writing Objectives 
 

 Use the elements of research paper: taking into consideration the research 
components (thesis statement, introductory paragraph, body and 
concluding paragraph). 

 Summarize , paraphrase, and quote using the APA format style 

 Build a complete reference page for the argumentative and research paper 

 Document research paper ( citations and references) 

 Write a thorough annotated bibliography  
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Research Paper Process 
 
 Students will go through the process of developing an academic research paper. This can 
 be an individual, or team project. Objectives inherent to this process are: 

 

 Becoming familiar with and the using of the Learning Resource Center 
(Library), focusing on the Reference Section, Periodicals, and how to 
retrieve articles from the university’s database 

 Accessing Internet 

 Becoming familiar with a variety of  search engines 

 Evaluating websites 

 Choosing a research topic (social, health or environmental issues) 

 Assembling a working bibliography using APA style 

 Taking notes 

 Organizing  information 

 Summarizing articles, 

 Paraphrasing  parts of an article 

 Quoting appropriately 

 Acknowledging and making sources properly 

 Describe the different components  of research (abstract, literature review, 
methodology, results, conclusions and recommendations) 
 

Reading Goals 
 
Reading is an integral component of this course. A variety of reading materials such as essays, 
magazine articles, newspaper articles, Internet articles, and books, among others will expose 
students to different ideas and theories about the topic they select for their research. 
 
As part of the reading process, students will continue to reflect critically on the nature of creating 
meaning using text, reading strategies, and personal experiences. Students will be guided to ask 
questions of various texts, as they respond to who, what, when, where, and why questions. 
Through this type of questioning, students will improve their critical thinking abilities and be 
able to decide what reading materials to use for the research paper. Oral discussions among peers 
and with the professor are also stimulated throughout the reading process. 
 
The multiple benefits obtained from reading include refinement of their critical thinking and 
communication skills through improved reading strategies, lively discussions, and the writing of 
summaries, critiques, annotated bibliographies, and research papers. Students will gain a broader 
understanding of humanity’s environment as well as that of the individual and society thus 
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helping prepare them as a valuable citizen of our ethnically pluralistic world. Through the 
reading of diverse genres and topics as discussed above, students will continue to: 
 

 Expand and restructure their knowledge of themselves, others, and the world 

 Develop tolerance for diversity 

 Make sense of their own political, social, and affective environment 
 

 
Specific Reading Objectives 
 

 Develop into  critical readers through questioning 

 Construct meaning using text and personal experiences 

 Expand their vocabulary 

 Build oral skills through discussions of new or existing beliefs, ideas, and/or questions 
encouraged through readings  

 Listen and respond to peers’  and/or professor’s thoughts or questions 

 Develop a variety of writing assignments on topics generated through reading 
 

Grammar Goals 
 
Students will continue to reinforce their grammar skills as needed either through sentence 
exercises or by referring to their own writing mistakes. Some grammar components that may be 
reviewed include: word order, subject-verb agreement, coordination and subordination, 
modifiers, parallelism, and fragments. 

Students will continue to develop the ability to handle mistakes at the sentence level by using a 
variety of cognitive and organizational strategies that can be used as means to solving writing 
difficulties. These strategies will be applied to different writing assignments. By doing this, 
students will have the ability to recognize and correct their own writing. These reviews can be 
accomplished by assigning grammatical concepts, reviews  and if needed, conduct a class 
discussion to clarify doubts. 

 General Grammar Objectives 

  Practice the mechanics of grammar 

 Identify and avoid common grammatical/punctuation errors 

 Specific Grammar Objectives 

 Evaluate  sentence structure for effectiveness and sense 

 Expand and vary sentence patterns 

 Apply punctuation and mechanics of writing rules 
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Vocabulary Building Goals 

 Sometimes students are reluctant to write because they are afraid to make mistakes. In 
addition to the fear of correctness, they need to expand their vocabulary. Through the many 
readings of different genres offered in this course, students will be exposed to new and complex 
words which they can be encouraged to borrow for their own writing process. 

 General Vocabulary Building Objectives 

 Use vocabulary appropriately and effectively 

 Enhance writing with an appropriate word usage 
 

Specific Vocabulary Building Objectives 
 

 Retrieve new vocabulary and its definition from readings and other sources 

 Use and apply newly found words in writing 

 Spell words correctly 

 Incorporate new vocabulary into oral production 
 

Evaluation Strategies 
 
Professors will use a variety of assessment tools which will be used to not only evaluate 
acquisition of the language and research writing process but also evidence the increased reading 
and speaking abilities of the students. Personal and peer evaluation is expected throughout the 
writing process and the use of the writing room when available. Some of the assessment 
mediums are:  

 Essay writing                     3x 100=300 
              Arguments, Critiques, and Analysis’ 

 Reflections /summaries     4x50=100 

 Annotated bibliography  and reference list 100 points for 10 primary sources of 
information and 5 secondary sources 

 Quizzes and/or tests           2x50=100 or 100 point test 

 Oral  Report                       100 points 

 Research project/paper      100 points 
                                                 Total: 700 points 
 

The following are mediums used throughout the course: 

 Oral practice/participation is expected 100% in class 

 Personal and peer evaluation expected throughout the course 
 

 
Course Content: 
 Basics on essay writing                                                     5 hours  
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 Creative writing/critical analysis and thesis sentence       10 hours 
 
 Class discussions/debates                                                  5 hours 
 
 Expository writing 
  Argumentative Essay and analytical essay 
  Research Paper 
  Writing about Literature                                       20 hours 
 
 Evaluation/ Assessment/ Activities/Oral Reports              5 hours 
 
       Total          45 hours 
 
Tentative Schedule 
 
First week            Introduction to course 
  
Second week      Review writing process and essay writing 
 
Third week          APA workshop  
 
Fourth week        Using the library and the Internet search engines 
 
Fifth week          Peer editing and editing symbols 
      
Sixth week         Elements of an argumentative essay 
 
Seventh week     Elements of argumentative essay continued and building a  
                                                reference list 
 
Eighth week        Writing summaries and an annotated bibliography    
 
Ninth week         Writing a report 
 
Tenth week          Research paper / Research project (professor’s choice) 
 
Eleventh- thirteenth week      Research continued to present either research project or research  
                                                paper 
 
Fourteenth week                Analytical essay on a novel or movie (professor’s choice) 
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Fifteenth week                       Analytical essay continued 
 
Sixteenth week                       Oral presentations and written work 
 

Note: Quizzes and /or tests; oral presentations and novel will under professor’s 
discretion. The professor is encouraged to search for further reading materials pertinent to 
the skill and topic taught. Grammar content will be checked throughout the entire course 
through student’s writing. 

 
 
 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 
 
The UPRB accomplish with Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the ADA 
(American with Disabilities Act) of 1990 and its amendment in 2008, 51 Law of 1996 (Servicios 
Educativos Integrales para Personas con Impedimentos) and 238 Law of August 31, 2004 
(Carta de Derechos de las Personas con Impedimentos) and its amendments in 2008 and 2009 in 
order to guarantee equality in education and services access.   Any student who feels s/he may 
need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability must visit the Office of Disability 
Services, located on the first floor of the Students Center, next to the cafeteria, to discuss his/her 
specific needs and provide written documentation.  At the request of the student, the Office of 
Disability Services will prepare an individualized letter for each professor.  This letter certifies 
that the student has a disability and provides reasonable accommodations required by the student 
to obtain an adequate academic achievement. A request for reasonable accommodation does not 
exempt a student from complying with the academic requirements of their program of study. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
 
The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific 
integrity.  Article 6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification 13, 
2009-2010) states that academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent actions; 
obtaining grades or academic degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying the whole or 
part of the academic work of another person; plagiarizing totally or partially the work of another 
person; copying all or part of another person answers to the questions of an oral or written exam 
by taking or getting someone else to take the exam on his/her behalf; as well as enabling and 
facilitating another person to perform the aforementioned behavior. Any of these behaviors will 
be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the disciplinary procedure laid down in the 
UPR Students General Bylaws. 
 
Grade Distribution 

 
100-90 A     89-80 B     79-70 C     69-60 D     69-0 F 
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