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SYLLABUS  

 
 
COURSE TITLE:    Advanced English I 
 
CODIFICATION:   INGL 3211 
 
PREREQUISITES:   Score of 4 or 5 on Advance Placement Test 
 
CREDITS:    Three (3) credits 
 
CONTACT HOURS:   45 contact hours 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: An introduction to the experience, interpretation, and 

evaluation of literature.  Reading and writing 
assignments will focus on short fiction, modern drama, 
the elements of poetry and the essay. Fundamental 
library skills related to literary study will be introduced. 

 
TEXTBOOK: Zlotnik Schmidt, J., Crockett, L. (Eds.). (2013). 

Portable legacies: Fiction, poetry, drama, 
nonfiction, (4th Ed.). Boston: Wadsworth. 

     ISBN-13: 978-0495898030  
 

I. Reading 
 

Students will be guided in the reading and exploration of multicultural fictional 
and nonfiction literary pieces. Literary pieces will be chosen from a wide selection 
of authors. Through their exploration of and interaction with the texts, students 
will be exposed to ideas, attitudes, values, and worldviews from the past and 
present that may be similar to or vastly different from their own.  Exposure to this 
broad variety of human experiences both fictional and nonfiction will provide 
students the opportunity to understand themselves and their place in the world.  
Students will engage in discussions that will allow them to negotiate meaning. 
Negotiating meaning will allow them to recognize that each student brings his /her 
unique and personal experiences to the understanding of the text, and that each 
student’s unique understanding of the text will enhance what others have brought 
to the discussion. 

 
Objectives 

 
Through the reading of diverse multicultural fictional and nonfiction literary 
pieces students will be guided to: 
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General Goals 
 
1. Engage in the construction of meaning by bringing their own 

knowledge and experience to interact with those of the texts. 
2. Identify and examine their own beliefs and intentions while 

exploring those of others. 
3. Identify and examine the beliefs, values, ideas and attitudes of their 

community while exploring the worldviews of other countries and 
cultures so that they identify where they may increase their 
awareness, tolerance, and acceptance of others. 

 
Specific Goals 

 
1.  Introduce diverse genres in literature, including Graphic   

literature. 
2. Distinguish between imaginative and nonfiction literary pieces. 
3.  Recognize the writer’s ability to use words and also visuals to 

create life-like fictional worlds and characters. 
4. Comprehend that literature can provoke the imagination and can 

both enlighten and entertain. 
5. Appraise that reading influences and challenges the development of 

the reader’s own writing. 
6. Detect and experience that reading uncovers a wide and continual 

source of vocabulary and builds upon their general knowledge of 
English. 

7. Discover and/or increase appreciation for the life long learning and 
pleasure afforded by literary texts. 

 
II. Analysis 

 
In order to involve students in critical thinking that will allow them to gain greater 
insights about the literary texts provided, students will be made aware of structural and 
stylistic techniques in both the fictional and nonfiction literary pieces they will read. 
They will be introduced to the different genres of literature. They will become aware 
of and be able to identify elements of fiction such as point of view, style, theme 
characterization, plot, symbolism, irony, imagery, form, rhythm and others that will 
contribute to a better understanding of the piece. 
 
In addition models of literary criticism such as Reader Response, Feminist, New 
Historical and Cultural among others will be introduced as keys to a deeper 
exploration of literary pieces.  

 
Once students have been introduced to the various ways of exploring and 
understanding literary pieces they will be able to: 
 
 General Goals: 
 

1. Identify major themes and conflicts in literary pieces and how they reflect 
on the human experience. 
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2. Comprehend the historical, cultural, personal and spiritual contexts of 
literature. 

3. Discover that their understanding and interpretations of the literary text 
becomes deeper and more significant. 

4. Recognize and distinguish the multiple ways of analysis. 
5. Discover the value of fictional and nonfiction literary pieces and how 

engagement with these pieces contributes to the broadening of their literacy 
practices in multiple discourse communities. 

 
Specific Goals 
 
1. Engage students in literary discussions that will allow them to apply 

various analytical techniques. 
2. Provide opportunities for critical analysis through diverse writing activities.  

These activities may include critical essays, reader response journals, and 
illustrated journals among others. 

 
III. Writing 
   

Students will be engaged in various types of writing activities including personal 
responses to literary texts, journals and critical essays.  Through these writing 
activities they will have ample opportunities to clarify their ideas, express their 
opinions, and respond to the ideas of others.  Writing is viewed as process of meaning 
making where the students are able to construct and reconstruct their own knowledge 
as they connect it to the text and their own prior knowledge.  Through this process 
they will explore the multiple ways of interpreting the text. 
 
Students will go through the steps of the writing process, so that they will come to 
understand that in writing the process is as important as the finished product. 

 
Students will: 
 
General Goals 
 
1. Develop literary analysis essays as major writing assignments. 
2.  Recognize the steps in the writing process. 
 
Specific Goals 
 
1. Employ the techniques of the writing process (brainstorming, drafting, peer 

revision, editing). 
2. Review ways to incorporate quotes from literary piece that evidence 

analysis. 
3. Use external sources retrieved from databases or Internet Sources. 
4. Use MLA or APA documentation format. 
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IV. Research 
 

Students will be introduced to the basic elements of research in literature.  Students 
will attend conferences at the Learning Resource Center (library) and will be made 
aware of the basics of library usage.  They will be introduced to library resources 
including electronic databases and general reference resources. Students will also be 
presented with techniques for evaluating resources, including information accessed 
from the Internet.   

 
After exposure to the different Learning Resource Center resources students 
will: 
 
General Goals 
 
1. Identify the Learning Resource Center of their University campus. 
2. Distinguish among the various resources available at the Learning 

Resource Center. 
 
Specific Goals 
 
1. Identify various resources available to them in the field of Literature. 
2. Use database or other resource to access information related to literary text. 
3. Integrate information from outside sources in analysis essays. 

 
V. Instructional Strategies 
 

Both lectures and student- centered strategies will be used; however, most of the 
strategies are geared to promote and facilitate a student-centered learning 
environment.  Among the strategies recommended are: 

 
1. Collaborative group work where students will interact, cooperate, 

and help each other to analyze and interpret the literary pieces.   
2. Collaborative Project groups where students will work together on 

projects for class presentations based on pieces that have been read 
in class or pieces that the groups will read outside of class (Book 
Club selections, poems, among others). 

3. Class discussions guided by questions that will help students explore 
specific aspects of the literary pieces. 

4. Response Journal entries where students will be able to write their 
individual and unique reactions to the literary pieces. Guide 
questions will be provided. 

5. Students will express their reactions and interpretations of the 
literary texts through multiple creative genres such as illustrations, 
original poems and songs, and collages among others.   

6. Lectures on literary genres, authors, literary criticism, elements of 
fiction, and historical contexts of literary pieces read during the 
semester. 

7. Students will attend conferences on the use of the Learning Resource 
Center. 
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8. Students will view films that will focus on themes/subjects explored 
in the literary pieces.  The films will serve to encourage discussions 
on the different perspectives presented on the theme/subject.  
Discussions will also allow students to compare and contrast the 
presentation of the story in the two genres. 

 
VI. General Evaluation Criteria  
 

Students will be evaluated on the basis of their oral participation (class discussions, 
group work), on a variety of required written assignments (essays, reader response 
journals, creative multigenre assignments, oral presentations, quizzes, and others), and 
on any other activities pertinent to the course content and goals.   

 
Examples of other activities that provide a basis for evaluation are the use of music, 
recorded poetry, films, and reading material not included in the textbook. 

 
Some professors may use portfolios as a showpiece of the multiple ways of knowing 
that students have been engaged in.  Methods of evaluation vary according to the goals 
of the course and the professor. 

 
Attendance to class regularly and on time, coming prepared to class, participation in 
class through means of discussions, oral presentations, and small group activities will 
also be part of the evaluation criteria. 

 
VII. Reasonable Accommodation  
 
The UPRB accomplish with Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 
ADA (American with Disabilities Act) of 1990 and its amendment in 2008, 51 Law of 1996 
(Servicios Educativos Integrales para Personas con Impedimentos) and 238 Law of August 
31, 2004 (Carta de Derechos de las Personas con Impedimentos) and its amendments in 2008 
and 2009 in order to guarantee equality in education and services access.   Any student who 
feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability must visit the 
Office of Disability Services, located on the first floor of the Students Center, next to the 
cafeteria, to discuss his/her specific needs and provide written documentation.  At the request 
of the student, the Office of Disability Services will prepare an individualized letter for each 
professor.  This letter certifies that the student has a disability and provides reasonable 
accommodations required by the student to obtain an adequate academic achievement. A 
request for reasonable accommodation does not exempt a student from complying with the 
academic requirements of their program of study. 
 
VIII. Academic Integrity  
 
The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific 
integrity.  Article 6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification 
13, 2009-2010) states that academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent 
actions; obtaining grades or academic degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying the 
whole or part of the academic work of another person; plagiarizing totally or partially the 
work of another person; copying all or part of another person answers to the questions of an 
oral or written exam by taking or getting someone else to take the exam on his/her behalf; as 



6 
 

well as enabling and facilitating another person to perform the aforementioned behavior. Any 
of these behaviors will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the disciplinary 
procedure laid down in the UPR Students General Bylaws. 
 
 
IX. Specific Evaluation Criteria and Grading 
   

Tasks and grades for the semester may vary from professor to professor.  Professors 
will be assessing reading, writing, and oral participation in class as related to the 
literary pieces selected and through a variety of assignments. Following is an example 
of specific evaluation criteria and grading: 
 
 
1 Essay (analytical)    100 
Reader Responses (short story unit)  100 
Quote and Multigenre (1 for each unit) 100 
Quote and Reflections (Poetry unit)  100 
Book Club, Literary letter, Oral Presentation 100 
Oral Presentation (Poetry)     50 
Class work, Attendance, Participation   50 
 
Points disbursement: 600-560=A / 559-519=B/ 518-474=C/ 473-426=D/ 425-0=F 

 
X. Tentative Course Schedule 
 

Students will be presented with a balanced variety (classic and contemporary pieces, 
multicultural authors) of fiction and nonfiction literary pieces. 
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Student Resources 
 
Electronic Sources: 
 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_lit.html 
 
Online writing center at Purdue University provides useful tips on how to write about 
literature. 
 
http://www.umd.umieh.edu/casl/hum/eng/jonsmith/writing.html 
 
Steps in writing process are reviewed. Parts of the paper are also presented and described. 
Sample student papers provided. 
 
http://.www.literatureclassics.com/ancient paths/litcrit.htm 
 
An overview of literary criticism approaches presented. Reference is made to book by Guerin. 
 
 
Reference Books 
 
Rees Bogarad, C., Zlotnik Schmidt, J. (Eds.). (2002). Legacies: Fiction, poetry, drama,
 nonfiction, (2nd Ed). Boston: Thomson/Wadsworth. 
 
Roberts, E. V., Jacobs, H.E. (Eds.). (2006). Literature: An introduction to reading and 
writing, (3rd Compact Ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson.  
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